2026 WorldDenver International Women’s Day Individual Honoree:
Eliza Woloson

Eliza Woloson is an author, applied anthropologist, Fulbright Specialist, and
co-founder of the global human-rights prize, Women Have Wings. To date,
195 international activists have been recipients of the Women Have Wings
Award, infusing in-country movements with desperately needed resources,
increasing awareness of women’s rights, and fostering collaboration between
award recipients and the United Nations. As an anthropologist, Eliza founded
Global Education Fund which worked in more than twenty countries and later
merged with Girl Rising, an organization that uses the power of storytelling
to change how the world values girls and their education. Eliza is also a
delegate for the UN Commission on the Status of Women, an active member
of the Action Coalition on Feminist Movements and Leadership at UN
Women, and an Advisor at Our Secure Future which aims to strengthen the
Women, Peace and Security movement to enable effective policy
decision-making. She has received numerous awards for her work, including
the "Women of Distinction” award by NGO CSW and the “Global Luminary”
award by the UN Women Peace and Humanitarian Fund.

2026 WorldDenver International Women’s Day Organizational Honoree:

Water for People

Water For People is a Denver-based global nonprofit dedicated to ensuring
every person has lasting access to safe water and sanitation. For more than
three decades, the organization has partnered with local governments,
businesses, and communities across Africa, Latin America, and India to
implement sustainable, locally driven solutions that transform lives. Their
work goes beyond infrastructure—strengthening systems, building local
capacity, and advocating for policies that ensure services continue long after
projects are completed.

Water For People promotes equity and opportunity through training women
in business and civic leadership, establishing menstrual hygiene changing
rooms and education in schools, bringing women's voices into the design and


https://www.womenhavewings.org/
https://www.waterforpeople.org/

operation of water systems, and ensuring access to the dignity and privacy
of bathrooms.

By reducing the time women and girls spend collecting water, Water For
People helps open doors to education, economic opportunity, and leadership,
while improving health, safety, and dignity for entire communities. Access to
clean water and sanitation also plays a critical role in maternal health and
safe childbirth, helping families thrive across generations. Through
innovation, collaboration, and a commitment to long-term impact, Water For
People is creating a future where everyone—regardless of where they
live—has the resources needed to lead healthy, empowered lives.



